
Never Hire an Unlicensed Contractor
· The unlicensed contractor may not be qualified to work on your home.  They may not know how to do the job.  And, if the job is not done right.  You will have to hire another contractor to fix it.  The work preformed is expensive to correct.  You pay twice.  This has happened in Las Vegas.
You are stuck paying for the work to be done again.
· The unlicensed contractor normally does not have insurance.  The general business liability insurance and worker comprehensive insurance is there to protect you from a lawsuit if one of the contractor’s employees is injured. 
 
Imagine you hire an unlicensed contractor, his employee fall off the roof and is hospitalized.  The unlicensed contractor disappears and then the employee’s attorneys come after you for the employee’s bills.  You pay hospital bills.  This has happened in Las Vegas.

In addition, you are stuck paying for the work to be done again.
· The unlicensed contractor often bends other rules as well to give you this price.  A “best” price that does not follow all applicable state and local laws and regulations.  This can create problems for you.
· Insurance companies do not like to pay claims on work preformed by “unlicensed contractors.”
You make a legitimate insurance claim for an unrelated problem with your home.  The insurance company finds out that you use unlicensed contractors to fix other problems.   They deny the claim or they ask you to pay for a third party to certify that work is preformed properly.  That is more money out of your pocket.
· When you sell your home

When you sell your home you may not be able to close escrow in a home sale, or you may be blocked from refinancing your home due to work done by an unlicensed contactor. The banks or escrow agents may ask that a third party certify the work before moving forward ahead with your home sale or refinancing.  This has happened in Las Vegas.
Never Pull an Owner-Builder Building Permit for an Unlicensed Contractor
If you pull a permit an owner-builder permit, under your name, for whatever trade or contractors, unlicensed or licensed -
· You, the Homeowner, are liable for all labor and materials used on the property.  Not the contractor, you

· You, the Homeowner, are responsible for the quality of workmanship and compliance to adopted codes, regardless of who conducts the actual work.  Not the contractor, you.
· You, the Homeowner, may be responsible for medical bills or a possible injury lawsuit if anyone gets hurt while working or you.  Not the contractor, you.


· Your property insurance may not be applicable if all of the work covered by the permit is not properly inspected and does not receive an approved final inspection.  Check your home insurance policy for related coverages.

Why you should check a contractor’s license number
Be sure to check your contractor’s license number.  Some contractors will give you an out of state license number.  That is not good.  Or, they may make up a contractors license number.  That is not good.  Or they give you a number for the wrong trade.  For example, a natural gas fireplace installer is not licensed to install air conditioners.  Don’t be fooled.  That is not good.  Check the contractor’s license number.

Check the contractor’s license number by calling 1-702-486-1100 in southern Nevada or 1-775-688-1141 in northern Nevada or doing a license check by visiting the Nevada State Contractors Board website at:  www.nscb.state.nv.us.
Why SNARSCA is important to Homeowners
It is always a good idea to do business with an air conditioning company that belongs to a local trade association like SNARSCA. Trade associations help contractors keep up to date on building codes, new air conditioning systems and products, environmental issues, and better business practices with which to run their companies.  These programs assist the contractor to ensure these contactors will be here today and here tomorrow.
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